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NEXT LEVEL THINKING:WHY SOCIAL MEDIA?

* The answer is not ‘because everyone else is doing it’!

* Gone in most communities are the Saturday morning box scores — this is how you can
guarantee your student-athlete’s ‘name in the paper’

* Gives you control over which successes are worth celebrating, and boosts morale and

school spirit across different groups.

* Provides a medium that your student-athletes actually pay attention to (no offense!).

e Connects to a wider audience than any other form of school communication.




NEXT LEVEL THINKING: SURVEY THE SCENE

* What presence does your school/athletic department already have? This includes:
* Current official school accounts on the major platforms
* Current and past/inactive team-specific accounts
* Coach and staff-led accounts

e Student-led school/club/team accounts

* Develop a style guide if your school/district does not already have one.Think about:
 Official logos, colors and fonts to be used

* Naming conventions of student-athletes and coaches

e School/district rules around staff-student interactions on social media




NEXT LEVEL THINKING: KNOW THE PLATFORMS

ﬁ * Facebook: Prime demographic for parents/grandparents and distant alumni. A great place to link
stories and articles from other publications and to provide more in-depth features.

’ » Twitter: The spot for the more traditional "box score" news and highlights from completed
games. This platform is the most "followable" for the press, prep writers, college recruiters and
other organizations that work with our student-athletes.

'@l * Instagram: A picture, video or album can literally be worth a thousand words. Students and
parents love seeing their friends and themselves being highlighted. This platform works well to
promote upcoming events, celebrate recent accomplishments, or have a little fun.




NEXT LEVEL THINKING: CONTENT MATTERS

* Focus on content that does one or more of

the following:

Promotes/announces (news, upcoming events,
hirings)

Informs (score updates, rainouts, registration
deadlines)

Celebrates (highlights, special events, honors)

Creates intrigue or is interactive
(countdowns, polls, questions)

Markets/brands (designed pieces, profiles, ads)
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Former Lancer (‘13) and

offensive lineman Cole Madison was on
campus today and held workouts for
multiple teams as he preps for the
upcoming draft. Good luck Cole!
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e Lancer Athletics

5 by
It truly was a great week in Lancer Athletics
with all of our programs picking up some big
wins.

Wish we could nominate more, but here are
this week's nominees for Lancer Athlete of
The Week...

Vote now! Polls close 9pm Mon.
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NEXT LEVEL THINKING:
CREATING ‘'WOW’ MOMENTS

Use great pictures whenever possible.

A little bit of Photoshop goes a long ways

Don’t forget about your alumni

“VYote now!”

School pride is more valuable than wins and

losses
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FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

NPSL MVP '« LEAGUE LEADER IN GOALS I ASSISTS

@ ourlancernation

ourlancernation Happy MNew Year
#LancerNation! S Thanks to all those who
participated in our Best Of 2017 polis on
Twitter this past weei In all, we collected
nearty 900 votes to help us come up with your
favorite student-athietes, moments and teams
of 2017, Here they are, in the order in which
the poils were released. Go Lancers!
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ourlancernation Join us all spring as
members of Captains Council - a group of
30 student-athletes representing each
athletic program on campus - Give their
own, personal definition of one of the four
core covenants that define athietics at
Kennedy Catholic High School. First to
share is senior Kat 5 who gives us all her
definition of service - a word she inows all
too well from her time as a Lancer.
#captainscouncil #service #LancerNation
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NEXT LEVEL THINKING:
POTENTIAL PITFALLS

* Be aware of possible backlash from other departments
or staff at your school.

e Pay attention to which groups are being promoted and
how often.

* Know the risks of ‘live-tweeting’.

* You gotta be able to ‘talk the talk’ when it comes to
sport-specific language.

 Silence is not golden when it comes to your feeds.

e Control vs. support.




NEXT LEVEL THINKING: DEEP THOUGHTS

* What to do when non-school groups share information about
your student-athletes.

* How much voice and personality do you want to share!?

* How to deal with student-athletes who make mistakes off the
field,and how do support their actions on the field.

* What position to take when your coaches or student-athletes
negatively represent the school through their social media.

WHO WILL
BE NEKT?




CASE STUDY: LANCER ATHLETICS INACTION
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xmm KENNEDY-@ATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

* Facebook: 939 likes/955 followers w—_i — = o=

e As of April 2018: |

e Twitter: 905 followers

* |nstagram: 514 followers

e Actions:

e Twitter: 125+ posts/mo.

* Instagram: Avg. | post/2 days

* Facebook:2-3 posts/week




CASE STUDY:
LANCER
ATHLETICS
INACTION

Sep 2017 - 30 day:

Top Tweet camed 4,520 impre

Hey #LancerNation, lef's join in supporting
those in need! Come ready 1o help
@KentwoodConks raise $$$ for hurricane

relief. twitter convkentwoodconks
v

View Tweet activity View all Tweel actvity
Top Follower ¢ pe
o
[ : ! i ' MY
[r‘mn FAMILY FOOTBALL
Eric Ziskin

Assistant Athlefic Director / Recruifing and Player
Personnel | USC Foolball

View profike View followers dashboarc

Top mention camed 2220 ¢

. Pike Parker

Impressive debuts for 2 16.8K
DOurLancerNation freshman WR Junior

Alexander, QB Sam Huard. Kennedy )
IJuanitafootball Thursday on 61
DROOTSPORTS_NW

217

Top media Tweet camed 4 352 impressions

Congrats to our newest Lancer Student-
Athlete of the Week, Sam H, who has
opened his high school career in quite an
impressive fashionl

View Tweet activity View all Tweel activit

208K
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Total Page Likes as of Today. 939

Total Page Like

BENCHMARK




THANKYOU

e Lancer Athletics

* @ourlancernation "@lﬁ

e Sam Reed, professional account

* @samijreed ’
* www.linkedin.com/in/samjreed tm

* reeds@kennedyhs.org




	Taking your Athletic department social Media from good to
	Next level thinking: Why social media?
	Next level thinking: Survey the scene
	Next level thinking: know the platforms
	Next level thinking: content matters
	Next level thinking: creating ‘wow’ moments
	Next level thinking: potential pitfalls
	Next level thinking:  deep thoughts
	Case study: Lancer Athletics in action
	Case study: Lancer athletics in action
	Thank you

